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Koelhuis Eindhoven

During Dutch Design Week, Koelhuis opened its doors with three 
unique exhibitions.

On the ground floor, we presented a group exhibition “Bubble 
Trouble”, with the works of Elsemarijn Bruys, Sjoerd Geerts, 
Pepelsenkrepels (Myrthe Krepel and Nadia Pepels), and Taco Tarn 
Joosting Bunk, reflecting on the role and impact of bubbles in 
society. 

Lichtspiel Lichtspiel – Experiment Nr 2. – Underworld by Zalán
Szakács engaged with the water-flooded basement of Koelhuis 
through light, haze, and sound, creating a truly immersive
experience. 

To make visitors aware of the past and future of Koelhuis District, 
we presented an exhibition Koelhuis Under Construction, telling a 
story of the building and the plans for the development of the
Koelhuis District Eindhoven.

Dutch Design Week’23
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Event description

The reinvention of an industrial heritage 
icon in Eindhoven
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Bubble Trouble

“Bubble Trouble” takes the symbolic representation of the bubble—a 
space of comfort and sterility—to reflect on our collective tendency 
to isolate ourselves from uncertainties. Once a symbol of safety 
within our constructed realities, bubbles can have profound 
consequences, such as housing bubble disparities and social 
segregation. Yet the bubble also reminds us that when there is 
tension, the bubble’s fragile membrane balances on the edge of 
rupture. When it bursts, some outcomes are irreversible, while 
others may guide us toward more inclusive and sustainable 
communities.
 
As Koelhuis transforms from the former Campina freezer warehouse 
into a new cultural and tech hub for Immersive Experiences (IX), we 
took a moment to reflect on the act of making and breaking the 
bubbles that define our existence and our role within them. Seeking 
to avoid creating yet another bubble, we initiated a dialogue about 
preserving industrial heritage, artists' societal roles, Koelhuis 
Districts’ stance on gentrification, and our ambitions for affordable 
housing, talent retention, and urban revitalization through arts and 
culture. We invited visitors to wander through a gigantic, inflated 
landscape, immerse themselves in the illusion of artificial scenery, 
and witness live performances within the industrial heritage building. 
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Elsemarijn Bruys
Artificial Landscape 2.0

“Artificial Landscape 2.0” is a 60-meter inflatable sculpture that 
traverses Koelhuis' ground floor. The gentle movement of the 
gigantic, artificial structure gives it an almost organic quality, 
mimicking the fluidity of a natural environment. As you navigate 
through the object, you will find yourself entranced by its 
constructed comfort and playful charm. Going deeper into the 
structure, your sense of orientation begins to slip away. Neon-
colored walls create a limbo, where the boundaries between the real 
and the surreal start to blur, evoking the feeling of the sublime. 

Elsemarijn Bruys

Elsemarijn Bruys is a visual artist with a strong curiosity for sensory 
perception. In her hybrid practice, she alternates between making 
sculptures and architectural interventions, but the spatial 
experience is always her starting point. Air is the main medium Bruys 
works with. She takes the material so seriously that she considers it 
her collaborator. Within her work, the air has the freedom to take its 
course: rectangles become round, spaces are filled and occupied, 
objects breathe in and out, and perspectives become deformed. The 
addition of air makes her objects performative, and the change of 
form it brings about is simultaneously the core of her work. Her work 
has been shown at the Van Eesteren Museum, Kunsthal KAdE, Art 
Rotterdam, Down The Rabbit Hole, Torrance Art Museum and the 
Van Gogh Museum, among others. 

Photo credit: Ana Odulinska
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Pepelsenkrepels
UP.GRADING

The city is changing. Outskirts are becoming vibrant places, with 
creatives as the ultimate catalyst. During Dutch Design Week, 
performance duo Pepelsenkrepels inhabit Koelhuis. The artists 
created “minimal spaces” throughout the Koelhuis, referring to 
markings in public spaces. Spaces with possibilities, but still without 
“value”. By creating “place-making” videos and upgrading the space 
through different rituals, they tried to relate to their new 
environment, make a place, to feel at home - and not without 
consequence. Now the value of the places increases per m2. But 
who is that valuable to? The live stream shows the current status of 
the places while artists switch roles from placemaker to speculator, 
exploring the tension between making a home and the inadvertent 
upgrading of a place.

Pepelsenkrepels

Pepelsenkrepels (Myrthe Krepel and Nadia Pepels) is a performance 
and visual arts duo. They call themselves professional players. While 
improvising they create imaginative worlds together, with the 
absurdity of the zeitgeist as inspiration.

Photo credit: Ana Odulinska
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Taco Tarn Joosting Bunk
RAD1ANT0

In the audiovisual installation "RAD1ANT0”, artist Taco Tarn captures 
the essence of Koelhuis Eindhoven's historical character. The 
installation pays homage to the building's industrial heritage by 
employing old analog fluorescent lighting fixtures. This choice not 
only preserves the venue's authentic aesthetic but also provides a 
unique sensory experience. The occasional flickering of the vintage 
lights serves as a tribute to repurposing industrial heritage and 
represents the building's past and future uses.

Taco Tarn Joosting Bunk

Taco Tarn Joosting Bunk is a scenographic artist active in the music 
and art industry who turns his interests and fascinations into 
technical research. With a background in audiovisual media, he 
focuses on different visual forms, using space as a foothold. He 
strives to explore new horizons, inspire you to step out of your 
comfort zone, discover your creativity, and let you experience it. He 
does this by cleverly combining art forms, themes, and different 
forms of media by interweaving visual, auditory, and interactive 
elements. 

Photo credit: Ana Odulinska
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Sjoerd Geerts
World on a String

“World on a String” is an artificial scenery, created using leftover 
Styrofoam that was initially used for thermal insulation of the -30 
Degrees Koelhuis building. Rather than allowing it to become 
discarded waste, Sjoerd breathes new life into a once-functional 
material. Drawing strong inspiration from foam rocks in amusement 
parks and stage design, Sjoerd creates a work that slowly reveals its 
artificiality. Intentionally breaking the illusion, the artist asks, what if 
you emphasize the fact that it's all just a set? Wouldn't you start 
paying attention to what's behind the facade?

Sjoerd Geerts

Multidisciplinary designer Sjoerd Geerts encourages the interaction 
between people, the spaces they inhabit, and the objects within. He 
likes to create interactive installations and unique objects, fitting for 
both private spaces and public settings. His work arises from 
thorough research and is shaped by a fluid, multidimensional 
mindset. Sjoerd initiates independent projects but is also fond of 
collaborations and external assignments. He sees working in these 
diverse ways as mutually enriching, offering fresh insights for clients 
whilst simultaneously broadening his own creative perspective. 

Photo credit: Ana Odulinska
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Lichtspiel – Experiment Nr 2. –
Underworld

“Lichtspiel” by Zalán Szakács engages with the water-flooded basement 
of Koelhuis Eindhoven through light, haze, and sound. The installation 
interprets unrealized machine drawings from the 17th century through 
contemporary technologies. Inspired by the writings of the Jesuit scholar 
Athanasius Kircher, Szakács guides the public through the shifting 
environment of the underworld. They become part of the work as their 
shadows form on the walls while they move through the space. By 
combining various kaleidoscopic lenses with a kinetic motor, the 
spectators find themselves in a configuration of mysticism and 
technology.

Zalán Szakács

Zalán Szakács is an artist who brings together immersive art, 
scenography and media theory research. Through his work, Szakács 
explores the relationship between space, body and technology, resulting 
in multi-sensory experiences that include elements such as light, sound, 
smell, time, tactility and movement. Based on the research of media 
theory and media archaeology, his artistic work brings forgotten 
analogue technologies – such as 17th century optical experiments and 
18th century phantasmagoria – to the contemporary context, unfolding 
as experiential art installations. For each project, Szakács closely 
collaborates with scientists and researchers as well as filmmakers, 
artists, and sound designers.

Photo credit: Riccardo de Vecchio
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Koelhuis District Under 
Construction

Koelhuis District Under Construction exhibition immersed visitors in 
the possibilities that lie ahead, and at the same time revealed stories 
of the past that have shaped the present. Spaces such as Koelhuis 
Eindhoven serve as the genesis of a new era and act as catalysts for 
change.
 
With this exhibition, we invited visitors to revisit the past while 
looking at future plans for the upcoming Koelhuis District focusing 
on immersive experiences that will form a new ecosystem and 
breathe new life into the area in the coming years.

Photo credit: Ana Odulinska
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Bubble Ride

To visit different exhibitions, events, and activities DDW provides 
Renault Design Rides to travel between the various DDW 
locations. As part of this activation, we’ve created a "bubble-ride" in 
addition to the façade installation. This “Bubble-Ride” has been 
selected as a key-visual for the Renault Dutch Design Week press 
release.
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Bubble Buzz

How do you create awareness for an emerging art institution beyond 
all the amazing, exhibited artworks inside? 

For Koelhuis Eindhoven, Factorr.nl designed “Bubble Buzz” a site-
specific façade installation, inviting visitors to the “Bubble Trouble” 
exhibition during Dutch Design Week ‘23. 

Photo credit: Max Kneefel
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Promotion 

The reinvention of an industrial heritage 
icon in Eindhoven
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Communication 

Dutch Dutch 
x x   

21.10—29.10.2023

LichtspielLichtspiel

Dirk Boutslaan 1
5613 LH Eindhoven

info@koelhuiseindhoven.nl
koelhuiseindhoven.nl

WeekWeek  
DesignDesign

“Bubble Trouble” and “Lichtspiel” at Koelhuis 
Eindhoven were promoted via a combination of 
channels, starting from the brand website.  A bespoke 
poster was created and hung in multiple copies 
around the building to give more visibility to the 
event. 

Koelhuis Eindhoven website
A0 posters
Social media posts
Eventbrite
Press release
Event promotion platforms such as Visit Brabant
Koelhuis newsletter
Media coverage 

21.10—29.10.2023

Dirk Boutslaan 1
5613 LH Eindhoven

info@koelhuiseindhoven.nl
koelhuiseindhoven.nl

Dutch Dutch 
DesignDesign

Trouble Trouble x x   

WeekWeek  

BubbleBubble
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Inviting the neighbourhood

The invitation was extended to 
about 600 households (residents' 
association Cingelshouck, 
entrepreneurs' association De 
Kade, and the Augustinianum) 
through the physical mailing of a 
letter as well as digital 
invitations. The assembly of the 
letters was entrusted to GGZe, 
De Boekbinderij, a local 

association supporting 
underemployed people. This 
way, Koelhuis Eindhoven took 
the opportunity to contribute to a 
social cause and support a local 
supplier at the same time. 
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Inviting the neighbourhood

The letter included a QRcode for quick access 
to the Eventbrite page to reserve tickets for 
the event. 
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A lecture and guided tour by Zalán 
Szakács 

In addition to his site-specific installation, Zalán Szakács gave a 
lecture during Dutch Design Week to share insights about the 
research behind his work "Lichtspiel" presented at Koelhuis 
basement during Dutch Design Week 2023. The attendees had a 
chance to participate in the guided tour by Zalan and experience the 
work. 
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Results and reception 

The reinvention of an industrial heritage 
icon in Eindhoven
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Media coverage

The event garnered significant attention, drawing interest from 
local media outlets, such as Studio040 and Eindhovens Dagblad.
Bubble Buzz made it to the cover of Eindhovens Dagblad. 

“Bubble Trouble” and “Lichtspiel” were mentioned in the 10 tips for 
Dutch Design Week by Eindhoven Dagblad. “Lichtspiel” was 
mentioned in the top 10 by Stimuletingsfonds.

Artificial Landscape 2.0 by Elsemarijn Bruys was featured in 
Designboom magazine. 

“A fine example of ‘immersive art’: art that you experience, that 
immerses you into another world” – Eindhovens Dagblad

“Top 10 must-see for Dutch Design Week 2023" – VPRO

“A successful preview of what Koelhuis will bring” Eindhovens 
Dagblad
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Media coverage

Brabants Dagblad – Verrassende ideeën op bijzondere plekken: 
dit moet je zien tijdens de Dutch Design Week!
De Gelderlander – Banjeren door een ondergelopen 
spookkelder op het oude Campinaterrein tijdens DDW
Studio040 – Koelhuis nog een laatste keer open voor de grote 
renovatie
Studio040 – Video: dit was (een stukje) Dutch Design Week 
2023
Brabants Dagblad – Uit je bubbel in Koelhuis van Eindhoven 
tijdens DDW
De Architect – Deze vijf locaties op Dutch Design Week 2023 
mag je niet missen

Stimuleringsfonds – Dutch Design Week tips 2023
VPRO – 10 tips voor Dutch Design Week 2023
In de Buurt – Getipt: 5 x dit zie je tijdens Dutch Design Week 
2023 in Eindhoven
Brabants Dagblad – Verrassende ideeën op bijzondere plekken: 
dit moet je zien tijdens de Dutch Design Week!
De Gelderlander – Banjeren door een ondergelopen 
spookkelder op het oude Campinaterrein tijdens DDW
Studio040 – Koelhuis nog een laatste keer open voor de grote 
renovatie

https://www.bd.nl/eindhoven/verrassende-ideeen-op-bijzondere-plekken-dit-moet-je-zien-tijdens-de-dutch-design-week~a2133993/
https://www.bd.nl/eindhoven/verrassende-ideeen-op-bijzondere-plekken-dit-moet-je-zien-tijdens-de-dutch-design-week~a2133993/
https://www.gelderlander.nl/eindhoven/banjeren-door-een-ondergelopen-spookkelder-op-het-oude-campinaterrein-tijdens-ddw~aeaac10a/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&cb=b0422333eab9b8d7555ec9d73d00aa4a&auth_rd=1
https://www.gelderlander.nl/eindhoven/banjeren-door-een-ondergelopen-spookkelder-op-het-oude-campinaterrein-tijdens-ddw~aeaac10a/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&cb=b0422333eab9b8d7555ec9d73d00aa4a&auth_rd=1
https://studio040.nl/nieuws/artikel/koelhuis-nog-een-laatste-keer-open-voor-de-grote-renovatie
https://studio040.nl/nieuws/artikel/koelhuis-nog-een-laatste-keer-open-voor-de-grote-renovatie
https://studio040.nl/nieuws/artikel/koelhuis-nog-een-laatste-keer-open-voor-de-grote-renovatie
https://studio040.nl/nieuws/artikel/koelhuis-nog-een-laatste-keer-open-voor-de-grote-renovatie
https://www.bd.nl/video/productie/uit-je-bubbel-in-koelhuis-van-eindhoven-tijdens-ddw-405564
https://www.bd.nl/video/productie/uit-je-bubbel-in-koelhuis-van-eindhoven-tijdens-ddw-405564
https://www.dearchitect.nl/284852/deze-vijf-locaties-op-dutch-design-week-2023-mag-je-niet-missen
https://www.dearchitect.nl/284852/deze-vijf-locaties-op-dutch-design-week-2023-mag-je-niet-missen
https://www.stimuleringsfonds.nl/nieuws/dutch-design-week-tips-2023
https://www.vpro.nl/festivals/ddw/lees/2023/tien-tips-ddw-2023.html
https://indebuurt.nl/eindhoven/doen/getipt-5-x-dit-zie-je-tijdens-dutch-design-week-2023-in-eindhoven~296050/
https://indebuurt.nl/eindhoven/doen/getipt-5-x-dit-zie-je-tijdens-dutch-design-week-2023-in-eindhoven~296050/
https://www.bd.nl/eindhoven/verrassende-ideeen-op-bijzondere-plekken-dit-moet-je-zien-tijdens-de-dutch-design-week~a2133993/
https://www.bd.nl/eindhoven/verrassende-ideeen-op-bijzondere-plekken-dit-moet-je-zien-tijdens-de-dutch-design-week~a2133993/
https://www.gelderlander.nl/eindhoven/banjeren-door-een-ondergelopen-spookkelder-op-het-oude-campinaterrein-tijdens-ddw~aeaac10a/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&cb=b0422333eab9b8d7555ec9d73d00aa4a&auth_rd=1
https://www.gelderlander.nl/eindhoven/banjeren-door-een-ondergelopen-spookkelder-op-het-oude-campinaterrein-tijdens-ddw~aeaac10a/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&cb=b0422333eab9b8d7555ec9d73d00aa4a&auth_rd=1
https://studio040.nl/nieuws/artikel/koelhuis-nog-een-laatste-keer-open-voor-de-grote-renovatie
https://studio040.nl/nieuws/artikel/koelhuis-nog-een-laatste-keer-open-voor-de-grote-renovatie
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Highlights

• 8,500 visitors 

• +1000 followers on Instagram

• 2324 website visits in a month

• Mentions in the Eindhoven Dagblad

• Mentioned in 10 tips for Dutch Design Week by VPRO

• Cover page Attachement Eindhovens' Dagblad 21 Oct 

2023

• Selected a key visual for Renault Design Rides

• Mentioned in Dutch Design Week 2023 tips by 

Stimuleringsfonds

• Artificial Landscape 2.0 by Elsemarijn Bruys was 

featured in Designboom magazine 
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Visitor impressions

“The highlight of Dutch Design Week” – visitor about Koelhuis

“Head and shoulders above the rest of DDW23” – visitor about Koelhuis

“It was the best installation I’ve experienced in a long, long time” – visitor 
about Lichtspiel

“DDW’s most immersive experience” – visitor about Lichtspiel

“I found it the best of what I saw. Very curious how it will turn out” – visitor

“It was the last stop on my list – save the best until last!” – visitor

“Absolutely one of my fav installations during DDW” – visitor about Artificial 
Landscape 2.0

En die laste strak er met kop en schouders uit voor deze DDW23! Met laarzen 
aan door een pikdonkere ondergelopen enorme verlaten vriesruimte van 
Campinafabriek lopen met hier en dar wat effectlicht. Lekker experimenteel! 
Love it! Nu weer een jaartje wachten – VisitorDie stond als finale op mijn lijstje! 
Save the best for last! Fijn dat het niet commercieel of super gelijkt was, dank! 
Dit brengt inspiratie! – Visitor
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Visitor impressions

“Magic”

“So refreshingly different”

“I loved it so much I brought back friends and family” 

“Discovering the Koelhuis Eindhoven was a delightful surprise. Once an ice cream 
freezer warehouse, it has transformed into a hub for immersive technology and 
contemporary culture. And  Zalán Szakács’ installation exceeded all expectations, 
with the surreal play of lights in the flooded basement of Koelhuis making it my 
personal favourite during DDW” – Tamara Jobava on Linkedin

“Very recognisable feeling. Not easy to dive into every single project for 10 days. This 
one caught me off guard, coming around the corner being greeted by this colourful 
installation was a treat” – Instagram user 

“I haven’t seen anything so good in a long time” – visitor about Lichtspiel

That was incredible – you should have it on for GLOW people would be queueing 
around the block”

Photo credit: Ana Odulinska
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Contacts

The reinvention of an industrial heritage 
icon in Eindhoven
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Get in touch!
Marjolein Vlaming
General Director 

Marjolein.vlaming@koelhuisdistrict.nl

Koelhuis District Eindhoven

Hugo van de Gouslaan 4 – 6

5613 LG Eindhoven The Netherlands 

P.O. Box

Postbus 41 | 5600 AA Eindhoven

www.koelhuisdistrict.nl

mailto:renee.scheepers@koelhuisdistrict.nl

